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(taken from Art & Antiques Webkly, Dece 16,1978,

Puppe % pop up in antique shops from time to time,
but few, if any, dealers have specialised in this sub-
Ject and there is little general expertise awailable ta
guide the collectore.

Mrst, it is necessary to define the terms for the
various types of puppetso The word "puppet® is a general
term that can be applied to any inanimate figure moved by
human agency in some kind of dramatic performince. This
definition excludes dolls and automata, but admits a wide
woriety of figures.

The puppet theatre has existed in many different
civilizations and in many periods of history. Wherever
it has flourished it has reflected the cultural, artistic
and ethnographic aspects of its timeo

The most familiar form of puppet to most English
people is the Punch and Judy showe Sets of Punch glove
puppe ts do occasionally turn up in bric-a-brac shops; the
show in its present form has existed since the end of the
18th century, and some figures are certainly of 19th cent-
ury origin, though it is difficult to datt them wore pre-
cisely; however, the show is still being actively performed
today and there is little, apart from 'the feel! of the
figures or the ma terinl of the costumes (which of course
may be redressed), to distinguish a quite modern figure from
one that is 100 years old. There should be at least sewen
or eight figures in a complete cast; Punch, Judy, the Baby,
the Beadle (or Policeman), Joey the Clown, the Hangman, and
the Devil; additional characters might be the Doctor, the
Negro, the.Ghost of Judy,.the Crocodile, and Mro Jones (dog
Toby's master ) The heads should be carved from wood; if
they are papler moche they are probably toy puppets made in

(
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Germany towards the -end of the 19th century, Sim-
ilar- to Punch figures in their vigorous carving and
folk-art characters are Victorian marionettes. If these
are genuine 19th century figures their controls should
be two straight pieces of wood, and the sttings, which
are always tengled and rotted beyond repair, should be
green in colour. Some Jeirs agn, Mr. Gerald Morice and
I acquited a Bomplete set of figures and scenery from a
Victorion Marinmette theatre, and we restored them to
working ~rder as the 0ld Time ¥arionetteso They included
all the traditional characters, such as Clown, PFantallon,
Barlequin (witth a moustache) and Columbine (with massive

1ws); heavy men (father and villians) and jeveniles
herens and hernines).

: In the 1920's under the influence of the Art and
éraft novement, a new type of puppet shrwman appeared,
apd with hin a new type of puppet, more artistic than
iase nf the Victorian sh-wmen, but lacking something of
eir robust character., leny puppz# ~f this school have
been wade during the past half century, and they will
oertainly begin to come on the market during the next de-
adeso . Date and provenance of thess figures will be ‘easier
%9 establish, and a correct pedigraze will greatly enhance
the interest and velwe of a puppet collection of this type;
mactically nn active market exists, so it would be wise
for a prnspective collector t7 seek nut the puppet mkers
direct, in search of anything that has®=en retired from
active perfarmance. : :

_ People rather tend to describe any puppets of unknown
origin as Italian, but in fact if any Italiin mrionettes
do turn up in an English antique shnp they are likely to be
Sicilian. These splendid rod reriomettes are quite wnmist-
ableo Often about 3 fte high they are clad in tin armoun
and are moved by a rnd tn the head, another to the right arm
and a string to the left arm, there are no leg stringse.

If the figures are under 2 fto high they are probably
toy souvenirs, made for tourists, with a rond to the head but
nn other form »f controle They crme from Liege in Belgiunm,
where there is a flourishing local puppet tradition; up to a
few years agn you could uswlly find scme of these figures
in the.liege antique shopse If you find some mrionettes
with ‘d#stinctive thigh-length bnots, which lonk as if they
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kad stepped out of a Dums romance, with a rod to the head
and strings to the hands and feet, they probably come from
Brussels, where a lively puppet tradition is kept alive at
the Theatre Tocne, jyst off the Grande Places Modern Tepr
licas of these traditiona) figures are being made now and
are s80ld in the Briussels antique shopss they are perfectly
accurate in every respect, but'lave not been used in actmnl
performances.

Almost every comtry nf Europe has its own puppet trad-
-ition, with its ~wn comic popular hero, In Germany this is
Kasperl, a figure somewhat similar to Punch; in France it
is Guignnl, another glove puppet but with more Gallic wit-and
less Anglo-Saxom ferocitye. But you will lonk for a leong tire
in the antique shops for any of these figwres. Made by fnlk
craftsmen and used W1l they fell to pieces, most of them
were then thrown awaye. Instead the antique shops of Burnne
are filled with puppets from Asia, especially from Indomesiae.

The islands of Java and Bali have seen the creatinm nf
one of the richest farms of puppet theatre in the worlde The
puppets come in three types; the most popular are the shadow
figures, or wayang kulit, which are intricately cut from
leather to cast a black shadow on the screen, they are also
rainted, however, for the audience may sit on either side of
the screen to watch therpsrformnce. Then there are the rod
puppe ts, or wayang gnlek; and rare intermediate type of al-
nost flat wooden rod puppets, carved in low relief called
wayang kruchile These figures are wonderfully decorative,
but there are so many of then in European shops today that
they cannot all come from disbanded theatre troupes, and

they must be a modest indus try manufacturing them for ex-
porte Shadow figures cut from cardbnoard are wmere tourist
souvenirs and should be rejectedo, F

Agrin, every country of Asia has its own puppet trad-
itione In India there are the simple ene-string legless
wmarione ttes of Rajasthan, and the ensormous coloured shadew
puppe ts of indhra: in China there are sm1l, exquisitely
dressed glove puppe ts, and beautiful, delicate coloured
shadow figures made from fish skinsj in Japan there is the
remarkable traditinn of held puppets in the Bunraku theatres
on the borders of Europe, in Turkey and Greece, there is a
strong shadow puppet tradition in the Karaguez theatre.
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For the record and the reader, "The Birralis" are a
far glove puppet troupe, which has performed through-

out:eentres in gnuthern Queensland sincé 1938.

! The show worked the Bris bane city circuit profess-
inmlly fron 1948 to 1958 perfarming in places from loumge
rom to teatre stages, fron backyards tn the show grounds
from schon) rooms to City Hallse

®The Birralis" were the first glove puppets to appear
" telehision in Queensland in "Uncle Jim's Show on QTQ9.

HAnoe 1959, the troupe has srecir lised in Christian
Education puppetry - a field which The Birralis' still
cover ot the present time.

In fheZe days of Muppet Millions, national and inter-
national festivols, puppet bookd »y tle dozens, electrnnic
marvels in snund etce, Governcent grants and full time
puppet theatrés, it is probebly vorthwhile to remind our-
selves occassionally that it is not so long ago that puppet-
eers were scarcer than the proverbial "hen's teeth".

Know=how wasn't ther, even for the asking, and scrap-
books took time to fill, even when you were really trying.

To thé ones and twos, who like the chap in the poen -
"Gypsy Caravan" -

hare he came fron nobnady knows

where he goes to, but on he gnes"
I'd 1ike to throw a few bouquetse

The first glove puppeteer that I ever saw, was in 1936,
in ‘a small mne teacher schnol in the west of Queensland. I
drm't remerber the puppeteer at all, but I remember well his
puppet version ~f "The Elephant Child" from Rudyard Kipling's

"Just 3o Staries". I recall tno, how jealous I was of the boy

who gnt to beat the drum whenever the elerhant appeared. - It
was that single show that arousel( ny interest in pupre try and
the memory of the crocodide pulling out the elephant child's
concer tina nose lives one.

WD O ve——

-
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It nust have been quite a feat for that puppeteer to
have got where he was in those post depression days, and
to get into a2 schonl-room when rigid "readin, ritin, and
'rithpe tic" was very much the name of the gomeo

I talked to my father whn was the Head Teacher in that
scheel gbout it, in later years, He remetbered that he
performed for “"one square meal and something for the road%.

Govermment grantees and Arts Council representn tives -
think on thate
LrwBomguets to the first marionettist I ever saw - a lady
who performed as a supporting artist for a pantomine at the
0ld Princess Theatre in Elizabeth S, Brisbane in 1940,

I remember well how she danced with a marimmette clown
who was puch more interested in his ballomn, which he in-
flated and deflated at regular intervals, than he was in the
lady. When the balloon finally burst, his sorrow was absnlute
until the ledy pickad him up an her font and besan to dance
arounde In a few moments the clown had growm tn maturity as
he discovered the eternal truth that the femala nf the specics
is much more 2lluring than all the children's toys,

This lady a2lso did a show with hamne ttes using her ~wn
face with varicus costunes pinned to her fronte

The point I'v mking, is that, that lady came and went
and I could not recall a thing abnut her, but that 1little
clown lives 7ne

To get to the point I an frying to mke:-= D't dbe
discouraged by all the "big"™ shows ar~und - don't entertnin
the th~ught that you sh~uld give up, because you can't reach
these levels nr keep up with the cos t invnlveds |

Press 'n ~ press ono As never befrre, we are in need
of those shows that inpredss the children in the audience with
the thought - "I could do that"}

¥arvellous, the shows that overawe and set the highest
heights to ~ur sifhts, but perhaps, a greater service t»
puppe try cones from those who excite the "Have-a-go" in-
herent in every child.

You may never be found on the big theatre stoges, never
be found as puest artists at the Festivals, never be nentinned
in the big city show biz publieatimns, but, years from now,
though you be fergotten, your puppets and your puppet action
will be found in the nory, and in the heart of some adult you
inpressed as a childe BIG BOUQUETS t» ynu alle
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, ‘Ehe following article was sent to the then Director
4f Cultural Activities (1976) Brisbene, by Ho V. Tozer,
Techniedl Director, Mariometas de B:rcelfma ‘re the
identity of the RFatron Saint of Fapje try, Sto Sime on
el $aloo (The DeColo passed the letter on to the Q'land
Seetion to see if it could be of any usee

Mre Tozer thinks this is & copy of the original
article he wrnt in 1955 for the British Puppet and Model
Theatre Guild, which was published in either "The Puppet
Master" or ﬁ1eu- "Newletterso

‘1 SAINT SIMEQ! -~ Fatron Sairnt of Puppet Shownen,

"Puppe t shwmen now have a partkn saint, r, at any
rate, Argentine puppeteers have, for in 1954, they were
.:.;ra.n‘bed d\? ecclesiastical autt wity to adopt Ste Sineon

the Saio, 522-5907 ADo) as theirs, This piece of news,
toge ther with an attractive print representing the Saint,
was gdven me by Sarah Bianchi vhen ker ship made Baroelmn
a port of call on 1ts way to Genoa the other day.

Tt appears that Steo Simeon the Selao (sal is the Syrian
word for md or crazy) was a highly eccentric Syrian saint,
who, to’ eobat his own pride, assumed the role of buffemn,
and, to émbat vice, poked fun at e viecious, nusch as
puppe‘ts bave always poked fum at the f01bles of frail hunanity,
hence the comnection ani the nickmame of ®alo, His feast day
falls, on the 1st July.

Barah Bianchi is assnciated with Mane Barnardo in the
ruming of & well-known glnave puppet company in Buenos Airese

Although like most puppet conpanies, they must cater princi-
mlly for juvenile audiences, they ¢o not admit children to

performances designed exclusiwvely fer adults. Their visit to
Bngland about two years agn moy be recalled by lierbers who 1 ¢ -

net themo
H.V.Tozer, Bercelona 7-12-55.
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HOTS WIRECU TTING.
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Quite a few fellow Puppeteers hawve noticed that oy
Puppe ts are often of Polystrene in their basic shapeo
This keeps the Puppet lIighte Don't think I spend a lot
of money buying shapes - I don't - oy father was a Scot.
I cut then from sheet and block polystyrene foam with a
sinple cutter which cuts through the foem like a hot
knife through butter - literelly.

The principle is sinply a léngth of nicrome wir,
which is heated by electric current passing throush it.

I use nitrome wire from an electric Jug element,
and the current comes from a Model Train Transfor=er,
the type with a Controller on the fronte

WARNING: - USE ONLY LOW VOLTAGE - DO NOT CQNNZICT
to 240 volt Household Current directe

USE ONLYDY A WELL VENTTIIATED 4AREh.

Ta construct the Cutter, you will need the following

materialse

In pine or similr Other conponents,
Ae 2 = 50 x 13 x 300mn Replacement Jug element
3, 1 - 5C x 25 x 240m Inop blind cord = 700mn
Co 1 - 50 x 25 x 600nm Nails and Glue
De 1 - 50 x 25 x 525mm 13 mm ply or particle
Ee 1 = 50 x 25 x 150mn1 beard 300 x 300tme
Fo 2 =100 x 25 x 300m 2 scre eyes
Ge 1 -25x 6 x 200nm 2 Alligator clips '
Transformer-controller 2 e tres 1nsu1nted hook=

p wire o BosT

4»
As Sﬂ“ gLE wirl!
@ NA/J.S-{-GLUF
ooy Bo-T

dr.
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Ix HeTCHES.

After assembly of frame, fit wire, which ein be
obtnined as a replacerent for electric jugs. Unwrap
wire and stretch out about 450nn and twist between the ‘.o
O Scre eyese ,
- Attach insulated
wires from a 12 eolt
Train-controller to
Alligator clipse
USE ONLY LO7 VOLTAGE.
INSULATED DO NOT COWECT TO 240

WIRE WIRES volt HOUSEHOLD CURRENT.
THPE TO

PE—

Turn the Contrnl knob on the transformer, till
the wire is hot, but NOT RED HOT -~ this will cut
shakes (thin slivers in tho Polys tyrene Foam - the '~ Ii‘e
white foan used for packing nearly everything these
dayse. Ask an electrical retniler for your foam - he
will probably be only ton glad to be rid of ite

You have ynur Cutter, now to put it to excellent
uses Draw the side prcfile on your foan, then switch

on Cutter, wait till wire is hot, and by gently press-
ing foom agalnst wire, proceed aidﬁg the line drawme



You have now cut out
" the'bnelc vhre y<b are
aining ate Proceed %o
cut more shap into it
by cutting off those
extra edges and pieces
no longer neededo

When you have the
approximte shape you
finally want, smnoth
the final shape with a
Surfl”mo

Now for the finer st
detnils, I Put these in 5;‘;%%2
with "Das", a self
hordening Clay, sold at
nost toy reteilerse.

I find this me thod extremely good for large Glowe
Puppe t Heads, also the heads and bodies of Rod Puppets,
and for giving that extra shape around a wonden skeleton
for a mrionette.

After the final shaping, and application of Das
where needed, I then cover with mme or two coats of torn
newspaper pulled through .\quadhere, and then applied to
the shapee Smooth each coat down carefully, and when
fully dry, paint as you wish, ¥Tou will find that you
have o lighty durable puppe to
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EPITH MURRAY

Pupp etry has made mny strides in Australia during the
last few years. .There are active groups of pupre teers in
nnst States, and many individwls, as well as some groups
visit and perfirm in neighboring States from time to timee
There are mgrbers »f WIML in 5 of the 7 states, but Fres-
ident and Secretary live in Sydney, and the Treasurer in
Terth Wedey 80 commumicaticon tust be by letter and circul~r
rathe® than by "Mectings".

In 1968, the Salzburg Marione ttes appeared at the Adelaide
Festival of Arts in South fustralin, and 50 puppe teers fron all
over Australia come to sec theme We tonk advantage of their
presence to form "The Australian Puppetry Guild" - providing
that a State Section ¢f the LeP.G. could be set up where there
were at least three merbers in that States One State gcts as
Federzl Conrd ttee eact year, and publishes the Annunl “eport,
with contributions frcn each Stete Sectione Any Guild meober
eentenpla ting Overseas Travel is advised to join WIMA, and
their visits to other lands, and especially Owerseas Festiwals,
has stinulated their intercst in new techniques, us of varied
mterinls and methods of presentatione .

Perhaps cne of the nost drama tic changes noticeable in
Australion Puppetry in recent years is the great increase in
the g2ize of puppets being vsed by many groupse. Recently, the
University of Sydney Theatre W orkshop presented a play by
Garcia Lorca -~ Donna Rosite, the Spinster". Six of the cast
were live people, the rewainder: were larger-than-life puppets
each attached by a harness to a human, who manipulated the
uouth and ~ne hand, and spoke for the puppet, with swrprising
effecte

Everyboady who knrws arything about Puppets and who are , .:.
going to the Hobart Internstion Festival, will I know be
lonking forward to seeing the PUK Theatre from Japan, and - the
Fukien Theatre- (Glove Puppets) from China, also to mee ting
John 3lundall fron England, and a member of WIMA executives



Queensland, with
a membership of 25, §
of whom are fanily groups,
plus two interstate an@
one New Zealand nember,
certainly has no dearth
of Puppetry. 3Bernie Ehmer
is President, Kay Littler
and Iee Gilchrist are
Joint Vice-presidents,

- Marj. Fainges -3ecretary
Jocelyn Clarkson- Treas=
urer, and Rnss Fraser is
Tublic Relations and
Edider of "Platform" an
excellent nmthly pub-

lication with a special section for Junisr Puppeteers

arranged by David Redfern, and full of nowel ideaso
Two groups - The Bilbar Puppet Theatre (Bill and3arbara

Turnbull, assisted by Ann-¥arie Spratt) and David and Sally

Ioulton, have been touring schools thrnushéut Queensland,

far the Arts Council - from Winton in the*West to Cairns in

the Northe 3Bill and Barbara have a new producti-n called

"Purny 3one", written especially for them by Jill dorris.

Iee Gilchrist and son Shane ("The 3irmlis") have been
having a sreat success with their beautiful caravan-type
etaze, taking Puppe try to the people #d Brisbane parks nna
Sumday afternoon. Iee's elder son, Earl, is working with
Swen and Deter Tliffe in their "Puppet PFeople" thea tre
=~“nctions.

ot a tun up of Guild members, mrticimting at the
Sristane Show in '78, Kiy littler and Q.T.0.P. merbers were
ferimuing upsteirs in the Dairy Favillion with their sock
a=nf ~love purpetse Norman Hetherington in the Sugar Chart
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with his very popular YMre Squicgle and Bill Steon-
shovel", "Panmarno Puppets" - Jim, Marj, and son Keith
perforued an Ecolngy ploy with-Rod Puppets for the
Main Ronds Pepartmant in %he Government Pavillion,
\ Shadow Puppets were used for a teaching segment in the
\ ploy (wpitten by Jin and Mirj.) and also for a Drean

Eﬂgnce - whan a Platypus, arued with a red cloth

16,

a Bullfirhtihg epidsode with a Bulldozer -
ffectiveo
y and Mx Ehwer are ncw performing full-tine as
Puppets", and have had a successful season in
x ton, and are ‘going m a re turn seascn to
a befoare leaving for ‘the Festivel in Hobart,
iz and 32ileen Ehmer are now working as Bezmie
fg Mhrionette Show, and are kept very busy keeping
# their bodkings.
Jcelyn Clarkson and Iole Watts bawe jomed together
| "Jolie Puppets® and performed in the City Squwire
7 "Bnnk Week"o Jncelyn also operates on hér own,
1a has done sone successful teaching of Puppe try

nother nember, Brian lacness has beén using Puppe try
 Tayks and Wildlife Deyte, particularly in their

st the ferral cote

g “Warana', a lar(;!. group from the Gulld went to

Guild also participntes each October in the Annual

sgiving of the Arts Service, held at Ste John's

licen Cathedrale This is an wnuswml Service with all
ctim of the Theatte and Craft'!'s world taking parte In
978, the service was televised by the A.BoCe for replay

on a Swnday norning in Decerbero The Tuppe ts taking part

were Woll featured.

Nearly all the 3risbane members of the Guild, along
with some country merbers, are busy preparing for the
Guild's first Festival of Puppe try, to be held during the :
long wekend in February, 1979,



/// at tines very frustratmgo The Crea.tlve Iemure
.LCentre at Devonghire Street, suldenly noved to a
church hall in ®edfern and wmntill we could decide

whe ther it was suitoble for owr né283 R convenient
for our members - we were in liubo foar a-whileo

During this time we voted to help with the re-opening of

the Clovelly Puppet Theatre, which had had new walls and

ronf, but needed a bit of painting and cleaninz, 4s
usual Edith Murray's energy outsmarted us all - how does she
do ite

The Guild was resprmsible for 3 m™mths of producing
plays for the mmmthly Saturday afternn-n perfnrmances - and
Allan Highfield, Ross Hill, Bruce Barratt, Una Vincent and
Dennis an? Jan, Murphy all contributed.

Steve thnsen ~ "The Puppe t Man* presented his Punch
and Judy Show with his uswl style of presentation, to open
our year, and the Waverley Portnbel Puppet Show showed us
sorie of the characters fron their play to be presented in
the City, "The Magic Wand, althnugh new wmembers to the
Guild, came up with some new ideas for this lively panto

style production.
¥o meeting in May, as we decided to visit Richard

Bradshaw's show at the Opera House - "Whacko-the-Diddle-O".
In June, Allen Highfield produced his play "The Rye of
the nragon-Fly" a new type of stage boxed around him with
wmuswml characters such as ants and a dragon flye. :
William Pitt brought some of his puppets from his pro-
fuction (with the AcBo.C.) of "Philomen and Baucis" by
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Jo Haydne ‘g -

A visit from the Polyslot 2upre ts frog Melbourne gav
gave us an afternoon of multi-linguwel puppetry, staged
at the Masquarie University.

A newcorer to our midst, Ie Zovgznelns produced
his Shadow Puppets at Clbvelly .uppe t Thea tre instead
of the Guild meeting, as his stage was comsidered oo

ge and heavy to be cirried upstairs, Clovelly's
eoin, and at least some Guild Mewber® were ablad to
visit Clovelly and see this unusual Greek Shadow Showe
i iary Travers also helped at Clcvelly with her Judy °
and’ Punch showl
| By Novenber we had settled in at the Redfern Centre

of ,the Creative leisure Moverent, which proved very ample
for o needs. Ann Davis re-npencd the Guild with an
ins tive talk on the making and use ~f syntjetic
mterials. o

Dechriber meeting, and ouwr Christmas farty saw Peter
and Rnségnry Glasby presenting their Christms Paly "The
Wise Menl!s Well" -~ wvery traditi~nal puppe try, a 1ot of
willing Workers and beautiful criginal lute ousice

Meﬁeré' were advised where Puppet Shows could be
seen durdng'’the School Vacatim and Sydpey Festival -
“The }WS*;erﬁous Potomas™ presented by Marione tte Thea tre
nf Austrd#lia - (with lyrics by Richard Bradshaw, des a
by Narnagd He therington, and puppets mde by Ross Hill
at the Upern Houseo N-~rman Hetherington at lfyer's Store,
Ann Davis at Canberra and Woollmgong, and John Iewis
at Bmdi Junction Plaza,

// Una Vincent -~ Secretarye.

/



As a Guild, Victoriaz Section has had a quiet yearo
We started the year by producing the Annual Report. During
the early mmths of 1978, o few wembers wnrked on this,
Somehow, with Easter being early and the Adelnide Festival
claiming some of our mewbers, the Guild prngran began
slightly later than uswmal. Ouxr first meeting, as is Vie-
tnria's custm, was the Annunl General Meeting. Visiting
fmerican Puppe teer, Steve Hansen, attended and we were
able to chat t6 him informally whilst the zlamorous
puppe ts from the Polyslot Puttet Theatre were adaired and
played withe

Our policy of entertaining visiting groups was main-
tained and these occasions were always enjoyed by both the
Guild and the visiting groups, such as the Tasmanian Puppet
Theatre and the lhrinne tte Theatre of Australia.

Ieter in the year, Guild nurbers were swelled by the
Handstan Theatre jnining us and an interestfng evening was
held in their lafge Fitzroy premises, where we viewed thc
theatre and working areas,

Individuwally, metbers have been very busy. Our Pres-
ident, les Brumhead, rumming the Knox Puppet Group, has
held wnrkshaps for Girl Guide Ileaders, and has produced his
~m show for the Malvern Play Centre for Retarded Childrene
He hns alsn been in demand for offiee and birthday partiese

Jan Sco¥t of Mitcham -~ her school boys did some »f #he
art work in the Ammwml Repart -~ does wonders with her boys
in the field nf puppetry and ensures they see the best of
visiting and loczl puppetry groups to stimulate their
imagination. Jan is brilliant in her use of nunking puppets
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and props out of re-cycled leftovers from the 1ndustrial
sociedy. -

After heing heavily involvel with the: Polyslots,

Inrrie Gdrdiner has continued viziting State Schools with
her nmwn Theatre - The Gardner Pufret Theatre. Ilorrie,
with her puppeteer Ian Cupninsg, has toured schnols, offer-
ing shews t9 interest the ethic schoel population as well
asg the Awstralian., Iorrie maintains high standards with
necwW prograus every year, covering o wide age-group from
kinder-age to the "ig kids".

Our younger tembers are forging ahead with their own
showse Inn Cumming has Jesiened his nwn "puppet tree" come
plete with "live-in" puppets apd is .in demand by church groups
and restnurants, His fame has spread to Geelong as has Guy
Warren's. Guy is also continuing his library groups couplete
with workshops for the youmger fry. Darren Varley although
studying hard at schonl, is also werling on his own show,
aided by skills learnt in nur workshops last years

Handspan Theatre, extremely busy with their Hansel and
Gretel Show presented in various venues, have incorporated
a freer appreach €0 puppetry and like to involve their ynung
audience in the showe

The State of Vhctwmria has been fortunnte in having the
Tasmaninn Puppet Thea tre p resert their show "Momma's Idittle
Horror Sh-w" for a long run at a ther tre-restaurante This of
eourse a shw for adultse

The Marionette Theatre of Austrelina presented their show,
"Whackon-the-Diddle-Ohb" at the Alexnnder Thea tre, Monash
University to mpacked hnuses during My School hnlidayse Alex-
ander Theatre was also the venue for Philip Edmtston's Thea tre
Strings, "The Grand ADventure" during; the September holidays,
This wad a full production, using trrditional marione ttes and
alsn played to packed hnuseso A shaw this size, is certainly
sh~wn to advantage m a large stage such as the rne at the Alexo

This year just had to be a good year, as Victoria started
off in Janwery with Richard Bradshow presenting his own Shadow
Puppet Theatre, followed by Wlitji in Wonderland' with the
Marionette Theatre of Australia at a city theatre, -~ The
Playboxo Richard always gives us
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some thing refreshingly different with his own particular
sense of humowr incorporzted into the stery. His use of
the wider stage, coupled with technical innovations helps
keep the audience entertiined right throughout the showe

The Guild in Victoria is now lonking forward to next
year which promises to be even brighter for Puppetry.
Marie A. Donald HnneSece

Year 1978 opened with many
sessions of serins thought and
aching heads for the sub-comni ttee
appointed tn present a subnissimm
to the W.d. Post Secondary Edu-
cation Conmission appninted to re-
port on the need for education in
the perforning arts, as we felt %%
that puppe try must be recognised
and includedo Our sighs of relief
were deep, when we enlisted the
help of Richard Chziwick whnse in-
terest in puppetry has continaed
since his schonldays and whose er~
udite writing expressed- so exactly what we felto

We are all delighted to welcome Philippe and Mary Genty
and their company to lunch with us during their highly suc-
cessful season in the Festival of Rerth, despite blistering
Sunmer heate

We have had some wvery interesting meetings led by
Wilson licCaskill with members mking instant puppe % and o.lso
rlaying a welndrama- with am}ience partlclpatl'mo

Other meetings were given up to discussinns and conet
structive criticism of puppet shows that had been seeno

Joan Pope gave us an interesting afternoon with a talk
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‘ puppetry she had seen during her recent travels -
nian Children's Theatre in Teheran, PUK Theatre in
quro, and Punch & Judy at Ste Paul's Convent Gardeneo
. |Returning from the Adelaide Festival of Arts, where
Pe top-Schumann, Steve Hansen and Philippe Genty and Coe
were |seen, Bill Johnston showed some slides and chatted
aboul these shows, while Nancy Johnston talked of a visit
to the Rekorek's Paberbag Theatre and brought greetings
from numerous puppe teerse.

- It was disappointing that Lloyd Noble was not able
to let us see, his show during this year owing to his ex-
tensive puppet travels in the country areas, both North
and South, but we hope to have the opportunlty early in
the New Yea.ro We rejoice that he is taking puppetry so
far afield.

We will close this year regretfully, having to say
farewell to Ken IMartin who has been our President for the
st 3% years, and who will be returning to the ToS.As

Nancy Johnston - Secre tarye.

)
b
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The puppet show must ¢o on - that was the wheel-chair
philosophy of Brisbane puppeteer Gwen Iliffe as she wheeled
herself into rehearsals at Twelfth Night Theatre, Brisbaneo

Six weeks before, in the middle of making 30 puppe ts
and -300 other show-pieces for "Spring", Gwen broke her leg,

The accident put her in hospital for three weeks, and
then in a wheolchiar. Despite this - you can't keep a keen
puppe teer idle ~ Gwen kept on making puppets and premring
for the opening of the new show,

Gwen was earrying her dog, who had an..injured leg, when
she fell down the steps of her homee

Gwen and her sor Peter, are the two principals of the
vuppet company "Fhe Fuppet Feople". Showing terrific will-
power, Gwen was soon nut c¢f the wheelchair, and onto cruteches
and she hopes to be vall vnder her own steam for Hobarte
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Befwd 31/12/77 100 42

Subacriptions 20 CC
Suppers 5 90
Donations re

Postage notices 3 00

309 32

VICTCRIAN SECTIN

TCCME

Balance end 1977 56 75

Swbscriptions 71 QO

Bank Interest 2 31
130¢ C6

EXPENDITIRE
Pos tnge 83 28
Suppers 9 80
Be letterheads 11 44
Anmwml Report 59 95
Bank TFees 12 OC
M1l Hire 10 OC
Stationery 88
187 35
Bﬂlo Bank
Sthtement
31/12/78 121 97
309 32
EXPENDITIRE,

Anmnual teport 43 75
Seco Postage 36 25
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DICOME -

Balance Bofwd 109 59
Subgo (41) 205 0O
‘Bank Interest _5 41
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Yoar ending 18th June

RECEIPTS

Balance b/fwd 423 9C
Suscriptions 63 50

Raffles 13 10
Commission 3 00
_opa tions 3 5C
Sale Goods 4 GO

511 OC

ECENDITRE

Remittance to Polan 114:00

Tetty Cash to Sece 30 00,
3ale in hand 176 .00
320600

Z/PENDITIRE

Sccre tarial 43 34
Printing Platform 30 00
Stationary/ 20 25
Postaga

Balance as

at 18/6/78 a4

51100
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