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( mlmn fran Art & Antiques Weokly, Deco 16 ,1978 0 

Puppe ts pop up in antique shops from tim to tiu:e, 
but few, if any, dealers rave specialised in -this sul)
ject and there is little general expertise avnilable to 
guide the collector o 

First, it is necessary to define the terms for ihe 
various types of puppets o The word "puppet" is a @moral 
term that cnn be applied to any inanimn. te figure moved by 
humnn agency in some kind of drama. tic performnce o This 
defjni tion exclu.ies dolls '.ind autana -ta, but c.dmi ts a wide 
17U!llte ty of figures o 

The puppet theatre ho.s existed in mnny different 
ci villza tions and in m'lny periods of history o Wherever 
it Ins flourished it has reflecmd -the culturs.l, artistic 
nnd e thriogra phic a�pe cts of its time o 

The most familiar fore of puppet to most English 
people is ihe Punch o.nd Ju.iy show o Se ts of Punch glove 
puppets do occ.o.sionally turn up in bric-a-brac shops; the 
show in its present fortn has e.xis ted since the end of tho 
18th century, and some figures are certainly of 19th cent
ury origin, though it is difficult to da 11:i -them more pre
cisely; however, the show- is s�ill being actively perforoad 
today and there is little, a:tn�t frotr 'the feel' of the 
figures or the m terbl nf the cos turns ( which of course 
may be redressed), to distinguish a quite modern figure frot:1. 
one tho. t is 100 years old o There should be a. t least sevon 
or eight figures in a comple-ta cast; Ptmch, Judy, the .Baby, 
the Beadle ( or .Policema.n), Joey the Clown, the �ngm.n, and 
the Devil; additional cb.'.lmoters eight be the Doctor, the 
Negro,. the.. Gb.os.t of:. Judy

_,..
,_tba Crocodile , and Mr o Jones ( dog 

Toby's master )o The heads should be carved from wood; if 
they are in,pior r.nche -they a.re probably toy puppets ma.de in 
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Gema.ny tow::i.rds the -end of the- 19th century. Sim

ilnr· to Punch f;fgm-es· in their vigorous co.rving and 
folk-<irt clla.rac:tBrs are Vic!tor�n oorionet-ooso If thes.e 
are genuine 19th century figures their controls should 
be two s tro.ight pieces of wood, and the s��s, whic,h 
are always-. tangled arid ·rot-rod b�yon4 rep:.i.ir, . �-�01,1+d be 
green in colouro Sot:ie �a.rs ago·,. '.Mr o Gertlld .Mor.ice nnd 
I acqu:t...'7V.d a oomple-oo set of f.icures and scenery from a 
Victnrinn ]lhrirmette thee. tre-, and we restored them to 
wr,rking ,:,rd.er as the Old Tioo lfiari�ne ttes o They included 
ail the tra.di tirmal charocters, such as Clown, Pan-tnllon, 
Ib.rlequ.in (w:ifth c. l!l0usta.che) and C'"llumbine (with r.iassive 
f'llves ); heavy nen (fa tror and villinns) :ind j3veniles 
'l'm1-e os and her0ine s ) o 

, In the 1920' s under the influence of the Art and 
ero:t't n...,venen t, a new type of pupfl8 t sh!"'!Wtr13.n api;eared, 
apd with hin a new type nf puJ?Ie t, more artistic than 
'fhr;so r,f the Vicforinn shr,wrnen·, but lncking soo.e thing of 
their robust chamctero M.1.ny PUPT3ts "f this schonl have 
be�n mde during the µ:i.st half centm:r., and they will 
ce-J;-minly begin to C')rJe on the nnrket during_ the next de
ades o . Da. te and prnvena.noo of these figures will be 'easier 
-tQ establish, and a correct pedigrae will greatly enhance 
the interest and vn.lua of a pup:i;e t c0llecti('ll of this type; 
practicnlly n0 active mnrket exists, so it would be wise 
f!U' a prospective collector t0 �ak out the pup�t mkers 
dire ct, in search of anything tila t ms �en re tired from 
active r:erfrm:ia.nce O 

. . • •  

. People rather tend t0 describe any pup� te ('If unkndW?l 
�igin as I1n°lian, but in fact if any I1nl1ri.n marionettes 
c1o turn up in an English antique shop they a.re likely to be 
Siciliano These splendid rod rorione ttes are quite unnis t
ab le o O:ften ab".)ut :3 fto high they are cllld in tin arn.oun 
and are moved by a r'ld to the head, another to the right am 
and a string t-, ihe left a.m., there ar<: no leg stringso 

If the figures are under 2 fto hi.eh they are probably 
toy s 0uvenirs , nade f nr buris ts , with a rod to the head but 
nri other :f11rm 0f control., They c0m froo. Liege in Belgiun, 
where there is a flourishing local ·pup:::,e t tmdi ti()n; up to a. 
few years ci.g') you C".)uld _usually find snrie of these f;t.gurea-
· 1n tt:ie.,Lie� antique sh-:,_pso If you-find snr.ie rrsrionettes
with 'dies t:incti-ve thigh-length b'>ots, which lonk as if they
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s. 
\iad s-oopped out of a Dunns romance, with a rod to the hea,d 
nnd strings to the bands and feet, they probably coae from

Brussels, where n lively pu:l.)pel troditi'1Il is kept alive at
the Thel;l.tre Toone, j'\Wt Qf:f the Grande Pla:oo O Mod.el'll re�..
licas of' tbese �di.ti� fi�� are b�ing :made ndw and· 
are -sold in tm BJruSsels :J.ntique shops; �y are perfectly 
accu:rn iB in every respeet

,.
. but··mve. not 'Qeen used iu actml 

performances e 

Almost every coi.m try "lf Eurnp::i bas its own puppet trad-
. i tion, with its '1W?l comic popular hero. In Ge:rciany this is 
Ka.sperl, a figure sooewmt similar to Plmch; in France 1 t 
is Guignol, another glove. puppet but with more Gallic wit· and 
less .Anglo-Saxoa ferocity. But y0u will l�ok for a long tim 
in too antique shops for any of these figures o Ml.de by f'>lk 
craftsmen nnd used ti.11 1:hey fell to pie oes, most of them 
were than thrown awaye Ins-ooad the ani;iqw sh,,ps of Eur0i:-e 
are filled with puppets from Asia, especblly :f'rom Indonesia o 

The islands of Java and Bali ln.ve seen the crea ti0t1. 0£ 
one of the richest fmi!l.S of puppet theatre in tile w0rldo The 
puppets come in three tyr,e s ; ttle nos t popular are the shadow 
figures, or vmyang kulit, which are intrica-ooly cut fran 
leather to ca.st a. black shadow on the screen, they are also 
ininted, however, for the audience may sit 0n either side of 
the screen to wn tch the::-P.3rf ormnoe o Then there are the rod 
puppets, or wo.yang golek; and :rare intei,nediate "lzy-i:e ('If al
mi:-s t flat w0od.en rod. puppets, carved in low relief called 
way.mg kruchilc These figures are wmdarfull.y decorative, 
but there are so many· of -then in European shops t<xlay that 
-tbly cannot all come from disbanded th.ea tre troures, and 

they must be a modest industry nnnufacturing them -for eI
por.:t. Shtldow figures cut fran cardboord are nere tourist 
souvenirs and sh�uld be rejected o 

ilgain, every coun tcy nf .Asia ms its QWll puppet trad
i tiono In India there a.re the simple one-string legless 
marionettes of Raja.stban, nnd the en".)l'mOUS coloured shadew 
puppets of il!'ldhra: in China -there are smll, exquisitely 
dressed glove puppets, and beautiful, dalica te coloured 

shadow figures made from fish skins; in Jai:o,n there is the 
remrkable trn.diti0n of held puppets in the Bi.m:roku theatre; 
on -the borders of Euroi:e, in Turkey and Greece, there is a 
strong smdaw puppet tradition in the Karoguez thee.tree 
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\ For tn,e record and the render, 11The B:i.rmlis" a.re a 
fa:'PY 61ove pupre t troupe , which hn� rerformed through
out, cert tree' in �.')uthern Queensln.nd smce 19380 

t The show worked the Bris bo.ne city circuit profess
inncijll:9- from 1948 to 1958 rerf 0rraing in places fram lounge 
r00tt1 to bn tre stages, frm bncky:i.rds tr, the shmi grounds 
fran ach1Y>l rooms to City Hl.llls o 

'

t!
. Bir.rolis" v1ere the first glovo puprets tn 3ppmr

,,n-tol isfon in Quaensla.nd in "Uncle Jm 1s Sh0w nn QTQ9o 
S noo 1959, too troure hns s,acil lised in Christia.n 

Educatinn ptippetcy - a field whicl1 'fho Birrolis" still 
cnver at the present tine o 

In 1he�e days of Muppet l\li'.illions, na tioMl and in-mr
nn.tional fe� tivnls, puppet b')oka ">y th� dozens, electr,.,nic 
marvels iry sr:iund :tc", Governront gran� and full_ tir.:ie
pupre -l th¢a tras , 1 t is probe.b ly \.' )rtmih1le to rec11nd our
selves ocoo.ssionally tln t it· is not sn long ago tha. t puppet
eers were· ,career than the provol,'b ial "hen's me th" o 

Kno\7-haw m:isn' t tier, even for ihe asking, o.nd scrap
books to')k itiroo to fill, even when Y')U were really trying., 

To thJ ones a.nd t.-1os, who like tbe chap in the poem -
"Gypsy <hrnmn" -

l'Wpere he oone fron ndlbooy kn'JWS 
Or where he goes to, :but on he r0es" 

I'd like to throw a. few bouquetso 
The first glove pupre mer tha. t I ever snw, wns in 1936, 

in ·a. sroll 'Jne tea.char sch')ol in the vest of Queenslando I 
drm' t reoonber the puppeiBer at all, but I renenber well his 
puppet vorsi�n nf' "The Elepmnt Child" froo Rudyard Kipling's
11Just Sri St,rics"o I recall too, how jea.lnus I was nf the bny 
who gr:,t· to beat the drum whene-ror the elepm.nt appeared. · It 
wns fun t single show thn t arousee. oy ±nterest- in puppetry nnd 
the ner:mry of the crr:,codil.e pulling out the elephant child 1 s 
concertina nase lives on. 

j 
� 

...-. 
4 

.,., � 
have g
toge 
1ri ttu 

I 
schc41 
perf 

J 

think 
.: .. ,4 .... :.JI 
who 19:
old Pr 

I 
who wa: 
flated 

lady. 
until 
ar0und. 
he disi 
is nucl 

Tl 
f�ce w: 

Tl 

and I 
clown 

T: 

discnm 
the th 
-these 

PJ 

•)f thl'"f 
the th 

heior�-
:pupieti 
heren.,. 



t-

' 

It must have been quite a feat for that :mppeteer to 
have got where he was in those post depression d.'.l,ys, and 
to get in to a school-roan when rigid "read in, ri tin, and 
'ri thtle tic" was very much the nn.100 of the gnmeo 

..., . 

I talked to t!IY fa. ther whn was the Hand Tao.cl,'Jer in thn. t 
school• a.bout· it, in later yeo.rso He reml!bered that ha 
perf0rt00d for ''one sqmre meal a.nd somthine for the roo.d"o 

Government �ntees a.nd Arts Cmmcil represenm tives -
think on tln to 
.:-,�::,.;136aque'tl3 to the first oorionettist I ever saw - a lacy 
who p,3rf'orood as a supporting o.rtis t for a p:m tr,oinc at the 
old. Princ ess Theatre in Elizo.beth So Brisbane in 19400 

I reneober .;ell hCIW she dance1 with a. mrianette cll')Wh 
who was ouch m'lt'e interested in his balloon, which he in
flated and deflnted at regula.:r intervals, tlnn he was in tm 
ladyo When the balloon finally bm-st, his sorr:1w was abar,lute 
until tho lady picked him up nn her font and began to dance 
ar,:mnd o In a. few oooen ts the clown had grown t0 m turi ty a.a 
he discovered -the eternal truth that the fem la. ()£ too species 
is ouch more alluring than all the children's toys o 

This lady a.lso did a show with hnmnettes using her '1W?l

f� ce with wril"\US cos tums pinned to her £r�n to 
The p0in t I'u mking, is ttln t, 1ho. t lady oo.ne and went 

and I could. not recall a thing ab0ut her, but tha.t little 
clown lives '.'.>Do 

To get tn too paint I an trying ti') mke : - Drm I t be 
disc<'.'ruraged b.y nll 1he "big" shnws o.r,..,und.- don't enter-ta.in 
the thnught that you shnuld give up, because y-:,u can't reach 
-these levels 'Yr keep up with 1he cos t involvedo 

Press on - press ono 1.:3 never bef0'I'e, we a.re in need 
,,f thrse sh0ws tln t iopress -the children in tha c udience with 
the thought - "I could do thn t" 1. 

Marvellous, the shows 1hn t overawe a.nd set the hiehest 
heichts to '1ur sights, but perhaps, a Bt"ea ter service t-, 
pup�try cooes froo those who exci ie 1he "Th:rve-o-ga" in
herent in every childo 

You my never be f'.".lund on tha bl.g theatre stnees, nover 
be fetmd a.s 0-uest a.rtis w o. t -tho Festivals, never be :ientir>ned 
in the big city show biz publiro t10ns, but, years fron now, 
th0ugh you be for gotten, y()m- puppets and your pupre t actirin 
will be fmmd in too nary, o.nd .. in the heo.rt of sore ad.ult y'1u 
iopressed as a childo BIG BOUQUETS 1n y-::iu allo 
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The f ollot1ing articls was sent to the then Director 
� euiturnl .Activities (1976) :i3risbEne, by Ho Vo Tozer, 
'lb chnical Director, lhriane ins de B£ rce loria, ·re ihe 
ide-nti� of the latron Saint of Bame try, Sto Simeon 
el Sa1oo (The DoColi.o :inssed the :Istter on to the Q•land 
$action to see if it could be rlf any usee 

1"..r e Tozer thinks this is a copy 0f the origin.a 1 
o.rticle he iT.t''Jt in 1955 frtr the British Puppet and 1/Iodel 
�a -µ-e Guild, which was published in ei tiler "'lbe Puppet 
1Jaste� 11 or -their ''Newlettero 

\ SAINT SIMECN - lb. tron Sair.. t of Puppe t Showoen o 

'Pnppet shtJWt:1en n0'1 have a :torten saint, rir, at any 
ra 1n, :Argentine puppeteers hnve. , for in 1954, -they were 
grnnte\1 dj eccles:i.astirol nut't ,ri � to adopt st. Sine on
1he Saio ,- 522-590? AD o) ns th( irs o This pie oo of news , 
togetl}er w_ th an a.ttra.cti.ve print representing the Sa.int, 
was given oe. by Sa.rah Bianchi v.hen ter ship mde Barcelona 
a pru-t cf ro)-1 on 1 ts W?..y to Cknoo the other cla.y. 

It a::,poa.rs that Sto Sineon the Sala.o (sal is the Syrian 
word for nnd. or cmzy) was n highly eccen trio Syrinn saint, 
who,. to' o::i!ibat his own pride, assumed the role of buffron, 
and, -to ea:iba t vice , poked fun n. t tte vici<'us, nus ch as 

10. 

puppet;, };).<lve a.lvm.ys poked fun at the foiblf3s of frail hurnnity, 
hence .. the connection a.n:!. the nickmne of snlo. His fens t day 
fnlla/on the ls t July. 

Ji1.rnh Bia.nchi is assac:i.o. tecl wHh 11-:lne Barmrdo in the 
running of a we 11-known gl,,-ve puppet coopa.ny in Buenos Aires., 

' 

Al though, like most pupi::,e t cooµ:mies, they nus t ca. ter princi-
i;nlly for juvenile audiences, they e o not admit children to 
p:;rf�.anoes designed exclusively fc-r adul -ts. Their visit to 
England about wo yenrs ag'J nny be recalled by liiemers who u, .. 
met 1hetio 

R,. V.,Toz�r, &reel-on.a 7-12-55.,, 
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Qui m n few fellow ru,pJ);lfuers have noticea ttri.1; cy 
Pupi:ets a.re of-ten 6-r 'Poly.s�ne in -their basic shn.p:3 o
This keepa the Puppet light. Don rt think I sP3nd a. lot 
0f ooney quying shares - I don 1t -cry father was a Scoto 
I cut then fron sheet,a.nd block polysty:rone foan with a. 
s;tn_ple cutter which cuts -through the f oo.n like a hot 
knife -through butt.e"r - li mmllyo 

The principle is sioply a length of nicroma wir, 
which is hen md by- electric current passing 1zu-,:,u..-_:;h it o 

I use riiOrcxae w_ire fron an electric Jug eleront, 
and th3 current cones :f'rnm n Moo.el Train Trnnsfor�r, 
-the � wiih a. Controller on the fronto 

\1fu.1NlNG: - USE ONLY ID7 VOLTAGE - 00 NOT Celm]CT 
to 240 volt Household Current d:irecto 

USE CNLYm fl. "'v/ELL VEHTIIATED .f..REAo 
Tn cans truct too Cutt.er, y,:,u will need the f'ollm� 

l!lr'.l teria.lso 

In pine or si9.ihr 
A. 2 - 50 x 13 x 300rnn
3, 1 - 5C X 25 X 24()rnn
Ce 1 • 50 X 25 X 6()()oo
D. 1 - 50 z 25 x 525m

Eo l • 50 X 25 X 150nn

Fo 2 -100 X 25 % 3Q(klo

Ge 1 - 25 X 6 X 20Qno

Tr!lnsformar..:con trailer 

Other cooronen ts 
I 

RepJaoeBent Jug ale�nt 
Innp blind cord. ..: 700on 
N:1ils and Glw 
13 t!l.J".l ply or rnr�cle 

boo.rd 300 x 300nno 
2 sere eyes 
2 AJ.liga tor cll_l)s
2 re tres insulo. te.d h0ok-.. 

P �� pot..T

.· -� o Ass� Bl-fi wrrfl 

-��!""!" � 
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Af1mr a.ssenb ly of fraro , fit wire , uhich em be 
ob1n�d o,s a. repl.a.oornnt for electric jugs. Unwrap 
wire tl.nd stretch out nbout 450on and twist between the �-�•" 
two ·8cre e�so 
f, � Attach insulo. t.ea. ·

1/ -
� 

-
�

- wires f'roo a. 12 o-olt
· �.SA7'1t'1 Train-cm troller to

e,,11:J 1' Alligator clips.
USE ONLY IJXl VOLT11.GEo
DO NOT CCNNECT TO 240
volt HOUSEHOLD CURRENT c, 

Turn the Orm trr:iJ, knob on tho t:ronsf orri..cr, till 
tho wire is hot, but NOT RED HOT - this will cut 
sha.kes ( thin slivors in the J>olystyrer1e Foom - ihe ·'I" !··i ·€ 
r-:!1i.. te f'.ooo used for P').Cking nearly everything these 
days o · Ask an ol.e ctrionl re1niler for your :fon.o - he 
will :prabnb ly be only too glad to be rid of i to 

You have yQ.ur Cutter, now to put it to e:x;cellent 
-use o Draw -tho side ·prc:filo on your fo::m, then switch
on Cut�r, wai t till wire is hotl n.nd by gon tl.y press
ing foom against w:ixc, proceed a. mig the lino drawn. 
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You ha. ve now cut out 
· the:�tw.si.cn:1b.."!!¢ F"·U are
aini.ne at., Irooeed to
cu:t riore shn.p into 1 t
by cutting off -those
extra edges and pieces
no longer needed o 

When you ha. -ve the
approxim te smre you
finally -wn.nt, s00oth
the fiml shape with a
Surfnro.o

N0w for -the finer 
de-tails, I Put tmse in 
with "Das", a self 
ho,rdening Clay, sold at 
nos t toy re milers o 

I find this rn thcxl extremely good for large Glow 
I'up:r,-e t Heads, also -the heads nnd bodies of Roi Puppets, 
nnd for ei,ving tru:i.t extra slnre around a women skeleton 
for a mrione'tt,eo 

Aft.er the f'iml amping, and application of Das 
where needed, I -then cover wi -th ''Ile 0r two coats of torn 
newsp�rer pulled through �1quadhere, and fuen applied to 
1he sha.:r:e o Snooth each coot down rorefully, and when 
fully dry, p.'.lint as you wish., 'fou will' find tha.t you 
have a light durable .,..,,uppet. 



G 
1111 
• 

14-

'R7�oor. 
.EPlTN /tf VRRAY. 

Pu.pp etry hes node r.nny strides in Aust:mlin during the 
last few yearso -There are active groups of pup}:eieers in 
ml)St Stutes, and mny individmls, as well as sooe groups 
visit and perf:n-m in neighboring States froo tioe to tire. 
Th.ere a.re t:ljnbors 0f mn.u. in 5 of the 7 s1n ies, but Pres
ident and Se ere 1nry live in Sydney, and the Treasurer in 
Torth W�o,.so crornmicaticn oust be by letter and circuTor 
:ra the:i- thD.n by "I1eetingsn 

o 

In 1968, the Ehlzburc M3rione tt.es appeared a. t the lrla ln.ide 
Festivnl o£ Arts in South .l!ustrolia, antl 50 puppeteers fron nll 
ow:r ii.us trcilia cnoo to see -thane We took ad van -tnge o£ their 
presen� to foro "The Australian Puppetry Guild" - providing 
that a S1:nte &ction c-f the A.P.Go could be set up where -there 
were a.t leo.-st three me,nbers in ttia.t S-tnte. One Staie �cts as 
Fede:rol Croo:f. tiaa eact. year, and publishes -the Annual rleport, 
with conttib¥tions frcn each Staie Section. Any' Gu ild nmber 
eenteopla ting Overseas Travel is advised m join mIMA, and 
their visits to other lc.nds, and esi:ecia.lly Overseas Festivnls, 
has s tinula ted their in -tare, st in new techniques, us of varied 
mter:L'.:l.ls. nnd oothods o:f pr·esentntion. 

Thrhapa one �f the n,:,st dram tic changes· notioeo.ble in 
.t..us tro linn Puppe try in recent years is the great incren se in 
th3 size of pupi:ets being 1..1.Bed by oony groupso Recently, the 
University of· Sydney Theatre \7 0rkshop presented a play by 
Go.rcill Inrca - Dl)?UlQ. Rosi tt , the Spins "tar" e Six- of the cast 
were live :;:x:3ople , -the reoainderr were larear-tha.n-life puppe ta 
each attached by a. ·m:rness to a. huraan, who mnipula 'bad 1he 
uouth nnd 0ne hnnd., ancl spoke for the pupi:e t, wi 1h surprising 
effect o 

Everyboo.y >Tho knnv.'s arything about Pup�ts and who o.re L .. ,. 

going t0 the H0ba.rt In t.ernl: tion Festival, will I know be 
lo0ld.ng forward to seeine the PUK Then tre_ from .bp.m, o.nd - the 
Fukien Thea tra- ( Grove I>up:rx, ts) froTI China, also to rn.ce ting 
J nhn J:311.mdnll fron lling].nncl, o.nd a. nenber of llT Il/1'.A executive• 
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QUE£ NSLAJfD 
REPORT. 

Qmens lD.nd , with 
a oenbershiF of 25, 5 
nf whoo are fa.oily {sTOUps, 
plus two intersinte and·
-:me New Zeal.llnd oomber, 
cerminly has no dearth 
of Puppe try o Bernie Ehner 
is President, Kay Littler 
and lee Gilchrist a.re 
j0int Vice-president s, 
11nrjo Fainges -Secretary 
Jocelyn Clarkson- Treas� 
urer, and Ross Fraser is 
Public Rol.ll tions and 
Edi tor of "Pln tforn11 an 
excellent ooothly pub

lica. tion with a sr.ecia.l section for Jtm.for Puppeteers 
arr::mged. by David Redfern, and full of novel idea.so 

Two groups - The :Bilbar Pupre t Thea ire {Bill andJarbara 
Turnbull, assisted by .Ann...Morie Sprott) and David a.nd Sally 
::::1:1ulton, have been touring schools throughdtut Queensland, 
for the Arts Council - fron Y/inton in ihe�st to Cairns in 
tile N�1hc Bill and Barbara. have a new producti� called · 
RJ"mmy :Jone 11, written especially for iheo by Jill i-i0rris o 

lee Gilchrist o.nd son Shane ("The 3irrolis") hn.ve been 
"rine a �cat success with iheir beautiful camvrm-tyre 

= --se, -taking Puppe try to the �ople !Ui Brisbane pn.rks ona 
- - - afternoon. lee 1 s elder son, Earl, is working with
- .:: !l.nd Th ter Iliffe in their "Puppet Tu ople" theatre

ucti.onso

- t a turn up of Guild met:lbers, :rnrticiin tinG" at the
�me Sh� in '78,Kiiy Littler and QoToOoPo renbers were 

_:. r-ning uµ31nirs in the Ibiry favillinn with -their sook 
- - pun-etso N0rru:m Hetherington in the Sugar Cr:n1rt



i
' 

with his- very populnr 11Mro Squ1ggle nnd Bill. Stean-
shovel". 11Rlnarl')() Pupr,ets" - Jin., lhrj. and son Keith 

\ perforoed n.n Ecolr>&r ,Ploy- wi:lh-Roci Puppets for the 
·
\ 

lhin Rends iie��nt ·in Iha Gove�nt Rlvil1.iono 
. Shn.dow Puppets were used for � mo.chine segrent iil the 

\
\�le.-:( (wr..itten by �:lq �nd Mirj.) and _also for n Drenn ·

�

ce -:, *n � P1n. WPUB , nrood wi 1h a. red cloth 
If . d o. Bulllieh:liing epidsode with o. .Bulldozer -

ffectiveo 
· 

·. 
_ : y and lh:x: Ehrnr o.r� new perforraine full-tine o.s 

' El Pup�ts", mid mve had a successful season in 
Rr,- . ton, and a.re . goint; tJtl a. re turn season to 
To<f'o a before leaving for ·ttie Fest:lvn.1 ¥1 Ho�a.rt 0 

: ; i� nnd :,�lean Ehoer are now working as Bernie 
Eh� iq I1b,ri0?1ette Show, and are kept vecy busy �eping 
up w th thoir bo)Jdneso 

16. 

Jpcolyn ClD.rks'.)n o.nd !t:>lc Watts haw jo:illed together 
as - "Jolie PupIX3ts" and p€rfo:med in the Ci� Sqq:ired9 "Donk 'Ueek"o Jocelyn also operates rm her own,
o.nd . ,ln _ha.a dona sone 6U.CceEsful ma.ching of Pupretry. 
in ac ool� and Libraries ·in hor o.rea.a.. 

no th.er neri>er, Brian lla.cness has been using Puppe try 
in � 

i

'ks o.nd Wildlif'o De1 to, :tnrticula.rly in ttieir 
fighi a.au nst 1ha ferrol C[!. t. 

: lour g ''Wllrana", n largo group fron the Guild went to
the Be�h � Tooa. tre to wa. tch the trndi tional Sicilia.n style 

tr;,y �rfo:roed there, sone also went to the Children's 
1 nochi00 

Guild .-::.lso :i;orticiin tes ea.ch October in the Annual 
sg vine of the Arts Service, oo ld at St. John rs 

icc.n Ch thed.rol� · This is an unustnl Se_rvioe with a.11 
� ctirm of -the Thea tite ruid Cra.f t Is wnrld 1nkine p;J.rt. In 
1978, the servioo ua.s televised by the A.B.C. for replay 
en o. Sunday norning in De o:mber o The ?upJ.:X3 ts taking :i:art 
were well fen tur.-edo 

Neo.rly o.11 the Brisbtme menbers of the Guild, o.lcmg 
with sorrwa cmmtry mobers, are busy ·preiaring for the 
Guild ts first Festival of '.Ptlrr:e tcy, to be he 1d during the � ·1: 

long wekend in Febrm.ry, 1979. 

due ti 
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llEPOHT. 
IY _Tbi:s"yea°r-�s been �;��j�;b·i:e one, al th0ugh

/// at_ ,tines very frustm. ting., The Creative leisure 
.. :Centre at Devon�hire S troe t, suldenly noved to a 

church hall in i\dfern and 1mtill we could decide 
wh� ther it was sui 1nb le -tor nur nMa9 ffi\ GOil�IlitH\'� 
for our oanbers - we were in linbo f,:,r a,while o 

During this time we vo-tad to help with the re-')IX3ning of 
too Cl0velly Puppet Theatre, which ho.d h'.1.d new walls _and 
ro()f, but needed a bit of µiintirtg and cleaning., ]j/3 

usool Edith :MmTay 1 s energy outst;iar'ted us all - h')W doos she. 
do it. 

The Guild was resprmsible for 3 n"?lihs 0f prr.xlucing 
plays for the nm thly Sa. turday a.f-ternn,..,n :perfl')ronnces - and 
Alla.n Hiehfield, Ross Hill, Bruce i3a.rra.tt, Una Vincent and 
Dennis an:.:!. Jan. Murphy o.11 contribu-ted., 

Steve lbnsen - "The Puppet 1hn• presen'ted his Punch 
and July Show with his usm 1 style of pres.an ta. ti ,:,n, to or,en 
our year, a.nd too Waverley Portnbel Puppet Show showed us 
sone of the cha.rac-ters froo their play to be presented in 
the City, 11 The M9.gic Wand , a 1 thnugh new oonbe rs to the 
Guild, ca:r.ie up with some new ideas for this lively µint,a 
style production ., 

lfo meeting in May, as we decided- to visit Richard 
.Bradshaw's show at tre Opera House - 11Whlck0-the-Di ddle--011

0 

In June, .Allen Highfield produced his play "Tho Eye of 
1he Dragon-Fly11 a new type nf s "!age boxed arryund hit:1 with 

usml clnrac-ters such as ants and a dragon flyo 
William. Pitt brought some of his puppets fro'l!l his pro

�cn (rlth the AoB oCo) of "Philomen and Baucis" by 

-1 . 
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Jo Haydno 
f:J. visit frro 1:he Tulyglot '?u.pi:f w frcmi MeToourne :::,-::. � 

gave us an afmmoon of n.ulti-li.nguel puppetry, s'taged 
at -the lh.cqmr1e Universi tyo 

A newcooor to 0ur midst, l. Zoo.gmelos produced 
m,s Sho.dow Puppe'ts at Cibyel.ly .. >u.ppe t 'nlea tre ins taad 

the Gtµ.ld ooe�ine, as his singe 'las cans idered too 
eo rind. hoavy to be c.'lrried upsini_r;so Clove1ly's 

, o.nd at least SOC() Guild 1!eober\ ware able to 
. t Clavelly and_ see -this 1m.usual Greek Shadow Show o 

'ib.q T:r:3.vers �lso helped o.t Clcvel� with her !udY 
and .cl) shlJW & 

/ .;., N o�nber we rod settled in at ihe Redfern Centre 
cf i th.q ·. Creative Io isure l!.oveoon t, which proved very a:c1ple
for 0fu\ needs o Jlnn Davia re-0penod the Guild with an 
ins trli9tive tn.lk on -tho Daking and use ,-,f syn tjetic 
ro terinis o 

De�nber meting, .'J.nd 0ur Chris1na.s Party saw Jeter 
nnd Roseµ'lry Glr:.sby prcsen tinG their Chris -tras P.lly "The 
Wise M:m'ls 'Jell" - very tro.di ti"MJ. puppetry, a l()t of 
wi lling Wor�crs and beautiful cricinal lu-te · ousic. 

Mem�cr' were advised uhera Pup� t Shrn.s could be 
seen dur1nc;the Sch0ol Va.cati-m. �ncl Sya.cey Festival -
uThe Jetys"terious l'l)tor:nstt ·presenmd by M1rione tte Theatre 
of Austntlik - (with lyrics by Richnrd Bmdshaw, desi(Jned 
by N 'lI'mJi � theri.ngton, and puppets mde by Ross Hill} 
at -the p�ro H0useo N"'Tmn Hetheri.ngtrin a.t }f;y'E,r 1 s Store, 
Jlnn Dav1,s at Chnberra o.nd. U'oollon0ong, and J0hn lewi s 
at B,md� Juncti,.,n Plnzno 

,• 
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Una Vincent - Se ere 1ary • 
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CTORIA'cr 

1lJ3 o. Guild, Victori.'l Secti.QXl. has had a quiet yoaro 
\le started the yeo.r by producing the .ll.nnual Repar:to During_ 
the early o"ln tbs of 1978, n. few oeobers worked 0n ihis o 

Sooehow, with East.er being e::irly and the .Ll.delnide Festival 
claiming sane of our m.enbers, the Guild pr-,grao began 
slightly lat.er th'ln usunlo Ou;r first oeeting, ns is Yic""". 
t0rio. 's custom, was -the .wn un. l Ge neml Mee ting o Visiting 
American Pupp:3teer, Steve Ibnsen, attended and we were. 
able to chat tc hin infol'tn.'l],ly whilst the glnn·:>r'">us 
puppets frrQ the P()lyelot Putte t Theatre were admired and 
played withe 

·· Our policy of entertaining visiting groups was min.-.
fuined and. 1hese occasions were always enj"yad by both the
Guild and the visiting groups, such as tra Tasmnian Pupret
The.!l. tro and the Wnrioi:le tte Theatre of Aus tro.lia o 

later in the year, Guild mmbers were swelled.by the 
Bandsµ:i.n Theatre joining us and an interes t!ng e�ning was 
held in their ltl::t'ge Fitzroy premises, where we viewed the 
tbaa. tre and working c.rens • 

Individwlly, necibers have been very busyo Our Pres
ident, I.es Brumheo.d, running ihe Knnx Puppet GrQup, has 
held wnrkshQps for Girl Guide I.enders, and has produced his 
riwn shaw for tra 1.'hlvern Play Ckntre for Re1arded Childreno 
He ms also been in denand for office a.nd birtll�ay partieso 

Jan Scott of m.tchat'.l - her school boys did sone 0f ihe 
art work in the .!umtnl Report - d �s W'Jnders with her boys 
in ihe field of pupr:etry.and ensures they see the'best of 
visi t:fng and local puppetry groups to stinulo. t.e their 
iraagimticmc Ja.n is brilli.'.l.nt in her use of r.JO.king puppets 
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and props out of re-cycled leftovers from 1he industrial 
socie�o 

Mter be#lg ��vily involve! with the• Pol:ygl-ots, 
Jnrrie Gardiner ms .continued vi3i� S·t:r� Sohools with 
her � Then tre - '1he Gardner .}tt'p� t Thea. tre o Lorrie , . _ 
vtith her pup.re-teer Jan �Illlig, has toured schools, ofi'EW
ing shC'.!Wa � inieres t the e·thic schof'l population as well 
na- the Anstrnliano wrrie 6tlin1nins high st:mdards- with 
new programs every ,ea.r, covering u vide a§:8-grnup i'.r()t:). 
kinder...a.ge to too t'b ig kids 11 ., 

Our youn�r ooobers a.re forging ahead wi1h their mm 
sh(1R"S C> Ton Ctm.ing' ms �es igri.ed,.his riwn '�Pl.\P� t tree" crn::i
plete wi 1h '!Live-in" puppets' nnd is i;l. dcoand by church eroups 
and resinura.nts. His fa.oe has �a.c1 to Geelone as ms Guy 
Warren 1s o Gey is also continuing his library groups complete 
wi tlr workshops f')r the ym.mger fry o Darren Varley al though 
studying hard a. t sch Ml, is also worl ing on his own show, 
aided by skills lea.mt in ()Ut' wnrkshops last yearo 

H3.nds fan Theatre , eJt:tremely buay wi 1h their Hanse 1 and 
Gre ml Shnw presented in various venues, have incorporated 
a f'reer approo.ch to puppetry nnc'" lih to involve their young 
audience in 1he showo 

The Sinte nf Vlhct'll'ia hns baen fortunnte in roving 1he 
Tasmnian Pa.p:r:e t Thee. tre p resent th£l ir show "Mooma 's Little 
Horror 3h,:,w 11 for a long run at a theE tre-restaurant. This of 
course a shrw, f'lr a.dul ts o 

The l':'arionette Theatre of Austttl:ia presented their show, 
'"whacko-the-Diddl.e-Ohf, 11 at the .AleL"l.Il.der Thea tre, Mono.sh 
thiversi ty to racked hnuses ·during J\t,y Scbool hrilidays. Alex
ander Then tre wns also the venm for Jhilip Edl!l!bston 1 s Theo. tre 
Strings, "The Grand ADventu:re" durinv. the Septenber holidays. 
This wae a full production, using trrditional marinnettes and 
also played to rncked h'luses o A sh°'I 1:his size , is oer131nly 
shnwn to a.dw.ninge "n a large singe such as the ('Ile at trn Al.exo 

This year just had t-, be a good year, as Victoria s-tnried 
off in Ji:lnmry with Richard 13:rodsho.w p:resen ting his own Shadow 
:Pu�t Theatre, followed by 'fili tji in WrmderJAnd" with too 
Mlrione tte Tma tre of Australia '3. t a city 1hea. tre , - The 
Fl.llybo:x:o Richard always gives us 
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sooe thing refreshingly different with his own pir ticular 
sense of humour incQrporaiBd into -the story. His use of 
the wider s "Inge, cr.,up'.krd with technical innovations helps 
keep the audience en"b:!rinined right throughout 'the show o 

The Guild in Victoria 1s now lor,king forward to next 
year which promises to be even bright.er for Puppett"yo 

Mlrie Ao DoMld HnnoSeco 

WA.REPORG. 
Year 1978 oi:ened with mny 

sessi,:ms of serios 1:hought and 
aching heads for the sub-comni ttee 
appoih"b:!d to present a suboissi'.'.l?l 
to the WoA• Post Se..cnn� Edu
cation Coo.mssion appr,iz).-f.ed to re
port on the nee-d for education in 
the �rforning arts, as we felt �-
too t pup� try nus t be recognised
a.nd includ.edo Our sighs of relief 
were deep, when we enli-sted the 
help of Ricmrd Chatlwick wh'lse in
-barest in puppe tcy has con tineed 
since his schooldays and whose er

udite writing expressed· so exactly what we felto 
we are all delighted to welc0m Philippe a.nd Miry Genty 

and their CO[!'.l_p:lny to· ltmch with us durine- their highly suc
cessful season in the Festival of Ierth, despi 1B blistering 
Suoner heat.

We have had s ooie very in tores ting meetings led by 
Wilsnn M�C:lsllill with ool!lbers nnking ins 1zmt puppets a.nd also 
pl.ny�g i:t mel"ld.r.:tma· -with ·oud-i:e�ce i:articiµlti-mo 

Other meetings were given· up to discussions and can&-t 
structive criticism of pup�t shr,ws that had been seeno 

Joan Pop;i gnve us c.n interesting afternoon with a 1alk 



\ 
I • t,i puppetry she had soon durmg her recent travels -
1ra,n:j.an Children's Theatre in Teheran, P'OK Theatre in
TOkyo, and Punch & Judy at Sto Paul's Convent Gardeno 

:, 
t

Returning·from the Adelaide Festival of" .Arts, where
Pe ta -Schumann, Steve llinsen and Philip� Gen ty and . Coo 
were seen, Bill Johnston showed some slides and chatted 
aboui these shows, while Nancy Johns t.on -talked of a visit
to the Rekorek's :Paberbag Theatre and brought greetings 
:from numerous puppeteers o 

' It was disappointing tlm.t Lloyd Noble was not able 
to let us see his show during this year owing to his ex-

., 

tens:lve puppet travels in too country areas, both North 
o.nd South, but we hope to lnve the opportunity: ear]¥ in
the New Yea.ro We rejoice th1.t he is -taking puppetry so
far afieldo 
. We will close this year regretfully, having to say 

farewell to Ken !\llrtin who has been our President for the
p:i.s t 3½ yeo.rs , c.nd· who will be re turning to the U o S oA o 

Nnnoy Johnston - Secre1nr,,ro

ON .llrru THE Snow/ 
• 

The pU.ppe t show must fO on - that was the wheel-chair 
philosophy of Brisbane puppeteer Gwen Iliffe as she wheeled
herself into rehearsals at Twelfth Night Theatre, Brisbane o 

Six weeks baf'Ore, in the middle of ma.king 30 puppets 
and -300 other show-pieces for "Spring", Gwen broke her leg o 

The accident put her in hospi inl for three weeks, and 
then in a wheolchinro Despite this - you can't keep a keen
puppeteer idle - Gwen kept on mking puppets and preJnring 
for the opening ,.,f the new show. 

Gwen was carrying her dog, who had an .. :!:ii;jm'ed leg, when
s:00 fell down the steps of her home o 

Gwen and bar S')r. Pet€r, are the two principils of the 
:_;uppet COIDµlny 11'llhe Iuppet People"o Showing terrific will
power, Gwen was s0on "lut cf the wheelchair, and onto crutches
and she hopes to be voll 1.

0nder her own steam for Hobart. 
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N oSo'vv .. SEGTI(N 
year ending 31 De o 1978. 

:.:r:/12/77 
SubsdJ,iptions 
Suppefs 
Donations re 

100 42 

2(;0 00 
5 90 

Pos mge notices 3 00 

309 3� 

VICTGRILlli SECTirn 

TITCCME 

ili.l,.ance end 1977 56 75 
Subscriptions 71 <.'O 
funk Interest 2 31 

130 06 

EXIENDITURE 

Pos-tnge 
Supp;lr:s 
B • l.e tterheads 
Annwl Report 
Bank Fees 
1h11 Hire 
Stationery 

:3-'.llo Bank 
Sin-mmen t 
31/12/78 

EXPEND ITIBE 

iL1'lil UJ. 1 -�port 
Se co Pos -tnge 
lhlnnce ::hnk 

83 28 

9 80 
11 44

59 95 
12 00 
10 00 

88 
187 35 

121 97 
309 32 

43 75 
36 25 
50 06 

130 C6 
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AUSTRALIAN CEUTRE OF 1lT,I!5A

�ar ending Sept� 30th 19780 

nrnm.m. :_ 
, 

J3aiAnce Bof'wd 109 59 
·.s�o (41) 205 00 
':aa� Interest 5,J!, 

-! 

320000 

9mcy;FSL1ND SECTrrN

EXPENDITIBE 

Remittance to Polan 114�XX) 
Jetty Olsh to Seo.- 30 00· 

..... 

�lo in hand 176•00 

320000 

Year ending 18th June 18780 

RE.CEIPI'S 

Ba lance b /rvrd 
Suscriptions 
Raffles 
Commission 
.Jam tions 
Sale Goods 

423 90 
63 50 
13 ·10 
3 00 
3 50 
4 c.o 

511 00 

EXPENDITURE 

So ere "I.aria l 
P.rin ting Pla tf o:rm 
Sia tianary/ 
l'oetago __ 

:!£lance as 
at 18/6/78 

43 34 
30 00 
20 25 

417 41 

51100 
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