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NESHER PUFPFET THEATRE
Some comments from Roy licNeill,

The Nesher Puppet Theatre from Israel appeared at the NWaticnal Theatre
Melbourne in July. Overall the show was a disappointment, The Tirst
piece was a shadow show, a children's story called "The Onion and the
Gavlie", which was mildly amusing, but possibly one of the uvgliest
combinations of design styles I have seen, being a disturbiung nizturs
of elagsical, Walt Disaey and surreal, Therc was one effective moment
when Glie live storyteller danced with a shadow puppet. This was
followed by a xod fuppet piece, "King Solomon and the Insects™, based
oA a poem by Ig8raeli writer, Chaim Bialik, This was performed oan a
bare stage with four-foot punpsete and manipulators in full view,
Unfortunavely, the manipulation was sloppy, and the puppets rarely
lived. The final piece was shadows, rather more ensrgefic than the
rest of the show, and filled with clever ecaricatures of world leaders.
It could have been very funny, but I'll never know for sure, as the
taped soundbrack was in German. The puppetecrs were Silvia and Yair
Negher, assisted by their tecnage daughter.

EDITH IURRAY - the filn,

A submission has just been made to the Women's Pilm Fund for a script
development grant to begin work on a film entitled "Edith Murrag.—-
upneteert, Bdith, for those who don't know her, has been a guiding
gnggit Eox Austraiian puppetry for over 40 years. As a teacher and
sooial worker shc piomeered the use of puppetry in the:apgjg%qd .
education, and 27 years ago founded the Clovelly rPuppet Thea r;. Jfgr
Sydney, which still operatcs on the same site today, as aTvexgu ,
nﬁpoet shows and workshops for the children of the area. To famous
uhnetscrs 1ike Rishard Bradshaw and Norman He?hgrlngton, and to
many thousands of others, she proviaed the t?alnlng_agd encourage-
mant that fired their interest in puppetry. a& an active membeg ofd
the NSW Puppetry Guild and UNL.A secretary, she has wor%ed hag ’%?
long in the interests of our field. Now she's in her.80 s, and it's
ies BA Annmment her warl and pav tribute to heor achievement.



From the submission -

"The film is planned as a documentation of a woman's art in a way
that may alleviate the sometimes ponderous and alienating treatment
of women in "women's film", Edith, as onec of the prime motivators
behind Australian puppetry, makes the personal the political by
profoundly influencing current trends. A way to meet the already.
mcdia-saturated public with the vital message that women's liberation
starts with a dismissal of preconceived sex roles, struggles through
a lifetime of work and commitment, winen, despite all odds, onec
woman's contribution can chenge a school of thought."

As well as being a cult movie for puppeteers, the film is planncd
for use in schools to motivate experiment, and for its general
interest to community groups, arts and crafts associations,tertiary
institutions, and womecn's groups.

Letters of support are needed to help this projeet into production.
If you are a puppeteer, an interested person, or someone who could
make use of this film, plecase write to : ~

Christine Woodcock
9 Boundary St., Chippencale, NSW.

""HE MAGTC PUDDING
Tthe Mavionnette Theatre of Australia presﬁnnoﬂ taeir shird production

nf "The Magic Pudding" at the Opera House in Sydney in August, and
a very successful season it was, what with packed houses every day
and much attention from the press and television. The show uses
rod puppets worked. behind a six~foot sety, with music and dialogue
on tape. You can see it in Melbourne in Ootober at the following

pinces aad times -~
TOORAK STATE COLLEGE THEATRE .s:ess Wed., Oct. 15 at 11.00 and 1.30
ATEXANDER THEATRE, MONASH UNI s0e.,0Ct.16 = Oct.21 " e

(Sat,0ct.18 — one. show at 2.30)

NORTHLAND COMMUNITY CENTRE ceeoce NG, OGEHL 42 % 137@
Thurs.Oct 2N NGO and 1 , 30
e MYy 12lat 11500

A REMINDER

our next granéd international puppet festival will be held in 1982,

A% the last one, in '79, it was proposed that it be held in Adelaide,
but there!s been no confirmation of that to date. Anyway, it ain't
all that far away ('82, not Adelaide), better start thinking about
what you!d like to see and do,.




CLOWN SCHOOL

This year the Drama Action Centre, run by Bridget Brandon and
Francis Batten, established a clovming course in Greenwich, Sydney.
Kaye Tucker has been attending the school and reports on the year's
activities so far :-

"First term was devoted mainly to mask work., We used three types
NEUTRAL mask — a non-performance mask aimed at centring and tapping.
into internal energies ;

BASEL mask - a mask from Switzerland. Traditionally a festival mask.
We worked with the basic white mask, focussing first on the
creature elements and then the human elehents ;

COMMEDIA masks — 2 real nerformance mask, Big, expanded characters,
needing good improvisation skills,

We also did improvisation, movement; acrobatics and psychodrama.

In sc2ond term we've been focussing on mime and dance, and still
more improvisation, acrobatics and psychodrama. For me this term
has been a lesson in the art of perseverance !

In third term we will perform outside the course, doing street
theatre, mainly, A group has also been formed from within the
course as a result of a workshop with Playba¥k Theatre, who visited

Anstralia recentvly. This group will perform with a Dorothy Heathcote
stroy-telling method = totally improvised, feedlng off the audience's
suggestions. "

Tha course looks like being repeated next year, Fees are high, but
gvaryone attending this year is enthusiastic about the skills and
Jeveiopment it gives them, If you are interested, further informaticn
can be obtained by writing to :

Kaye Tucker

2%6 Forbes st. Darlinghurst, NSW

THE NEW BEEB - Exchange Puppets - comments from Paul Voormans

A kindergarten show that illustrates the early stevps in develoopnen
of & nswly-born creature, the New Beeb, It is a thoughtful and
unusual piece, performed with gentleness, humour and clarity, and
using some very exciting puppets. ©h2 Beeb and the mature M Beebs

are based on a simple bean shape the M'Beebs teliiyy large clcar
plastic beans with coloured pieces falling round the inside and
manipulated with two rods, the young Beeb a grey foam bean with
the ruppeteer curled inside, The shape was chosen " so the child
is not confronted with a known life-form, nor with an overwhelming
spectacle", The Mamom, a character which teaches the Beeb concepts
of time, number and language, is a large red pyramid moved from
inside by a tricycle, numbers, shapes and. clocks being presented
through slits in its sides. The language used in the performance
contains no recognizable words, and is constiucted with simple .
alrp het sounds - B, M, N, etc., The final utterance is the sound
of tho New Beeb speaklng its name "beeb" for the first time,

%ycharge Fuppetvs toured this show roundMelbourne kindergartens in
August, Many thanks to Toni Bruns, Anne Ferguson, Lindy and the
others for previewing the show to the last Go-op meeting,



GUILD MEETING

The next one will be held on October 2nd at 8,00 pm at
Handspan's studio at 108 Gertrude St.. FPitzroy., Bring food & drink,

PETER ILIFFE, from Brisbane's PUPPET PEOPLE, is performing at
the Royal Show == see the Age for details.

PRIME TINE — HANDSPAN THEATRE

Some of Handgpan's newer members have devised a show for secondary
schools called "Prime Time", and dealing with the role of mass media
in our lives. The show centres on an adolescent girl whc Journeys
thronght the world of television, encountering "Phe Perfecs Faniiy ™,
Disco Dilepmas", '"The Young Dentists" and a few other abnevmaliics.,
There's one large puppet and four people - Stepinen Kearney,

Janet shaw, Carmelina di Gugliemo and Paul Adken,

OI.DER TIMERS Ken Evans and Helen Rickards are back from zerforming
the Bunyip of Berkeley'!s Creek in America and Furope, and are taking
it Yo Brisbane for the Warana Children‘'s Festival,

MARKING TIMERS Peter James Wilson and Andrew Hansen are touring their
wversion of the same show with the Jolly Jumbuk Library van to
Hamiltcn, Echuca and Moonee Valley through October.

NO MORE NEWS FOR THIS ISSUL. SEND SOME FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO :-—

Maeve Vella
28 Macarvhur Plaxe,
CARLTON Z05%,



