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Some comments from Roy cNeill. 

The Nesn r Pupp�t Th �tEe from Israel ap�eared at the National Theatre 
lielbourn :1o in Jilly. Ove!'all t.ne sliow was a dicappointment. The first 
piece was a shadow sh.ow, a children's story called "The Onion and the 
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EDITH MURBAt - tbe f� .. 

A submissiQn bas j�t Qe.q)l IQE1.de to the ,omen's Film Fund :tor a script 
development grant to begin work on a film entitled hEdith Hurray -
Pup eteer" Edith for those who don't know her, has been a guiding

• ' er o ears. As a teacher and 
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From the submission :-
"The f'iJ.m is planned as a documentation of a woman's art in a way 
that may alleviate the sometimes ponderous and alienating treatment 
of women in "women's film". Edith, as one of the prime motivators 
behind Australian puppetry, makes the personal the political by 
profoundly influencing current trends. A way to meet the already. 
media-saturated public with the vital message that women's liberation 
starts with a dismissal of preconceived sex roles, struggles througr. 
a lifetime of work and commitment, when, despite all odds, one 
woman's contribution can change a school of thought." 

As well as being a cult movie for puppetee�s, the film is planned 
for use in schools to motivate experiment, e.nd for its general 
interest to co:mmunity groups, art� and crafts associations,tertiary 
institutions, and woDlon•s groups. 

Letters of support are needed to help this projeot into production. 
If' you are a puppeteer, an i.nterested person, or someone who could 
make use of this film, please write to : 

Christine Woodcook 
9 Boundary St., Chippendale, NSW. 

�HE :MACFC PUDDING 

r;:n_.=. �-:.:,. tc:r.mettfl Theatre of Aastralia present et:. th0ir third productj cm

of nThe Magic Pudding" at the Opera House in Sydney in August, and 
a very successful season it was, what with packed houses every day 
and much attention from the press and television. The show uses 
rod puppets worked.behind a six-foot set, with music and dialogue 
on tap§. You can see it in Melbourne in October at the following 
:;_ilr.cnci a;nd. time� :-

TOORAK STATE COLLEGE THEATRE ••••• Wed. Oct. 15 at 11.00 and 1.30 

ALEXANDER THEATRE, MONASH UNI • o e  • •  Oct.16 -·Oct.21 1111 • 11 

NORTHLAND COMMUNITY CENTRE ••••• 

A BKMIIDER 

(S�t.Oc+,n18 - £L� show at 2�30)

WGd o ·oct.'22 at 1.�o 
Thurs.Oct. 23 at 11.00 and 1.30
Irio Oot. 24 at 11.00

dur next grand inte:rmational puppet festival will be held in 1982. 
At the la'&t one, in 1 79, ii was proposed that it be held in Adelaide, 
bu.t �here's been no confirmation of that to date. Anyway, it ain't 
al) tha.t far away ( 1 82, not Adelaide), better start thinking about 
what you'd like to see and do. 
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CLOWN SCHOOL 

This year the Drama Action Centre, run by Bridget Brandon and 
Francis Batten, established a cloV!lling cour0e in Greenwich, Sydney. 
Kaye Tucker has been attending the school a.nd reports on the year's 
activities so far :-

"First term was devoted IJainly to mask work o We used three types : 
NEUTRAL mask - a non-performance mask aimed at centring and tapping_ 
j_nto j_n_ternal energies ; 
BASE� mask - a mask from Switzerlando Traditio�ally a festival mask. 
We worked with the basic white rnaf.lk, foc1,tssing first on the 
creatm::-e elemento and th,3n the human ele:ihents ; 
COTu'IT.IEDIA masks - a real .::;>erforr.-ia:ncG mask s Big, expa.11.c.10.d ch�.-:racters, 
need:i.ng good improvisation skills. 
vYe also did improvisat:i.on, movement, ao:robatics and psychod:::-ama. 
In seaond tern we've been focussing on mime a�d dance, and still 
more improvisation, acrobatics and psychodram.a o For me this term 
has been a lesson in the art of perseverance l 
In third term we will perform outside the course, doing street 
the�tre, mainly. A group has also been formed from within the 
course af3 a result of a worlrnhop with Playbak5lc Theatre, who visited 
Australia recently. This group will perform with a Dorothy Heathcote 
s-iiroy--telling method - totally ioprovised, .feeding off the audience's
suggestions. 11 

Th2. cn�1rse looks like being repeated neJ-..'t year ., Fees are high, but 
0v�:r·yo113 attending this year is enthusiastic about the skills and 
,j ,3veJ.opment i +, gives them. If you are int�rested: further inform.a tic::'.!. 
c2.1} "be obtained by writing to : 

Kaye Tucker 
236 Forbes Gt })qr°!.h:.;::h1J_rst, NSV/ 

THE NEW BEEB - Exchange Puppets - co:oments from Paul Voormans 

A kindergarten show that· illustrate_s_ the. early stens i"l developne:nt 
of a newly-born creatu:!'e, the New Beeb o It is ;:i, tJ1ougt:t:ful and 
unusual piece, performed with gentl<?:q_ef!s � hiJ.mour and clarity, and 
us:i.:ng some very exciting puppotso �·�h0 Beeb and the mature M:'Beebs 
ar0 "based on a simple bea..--:i shape, tl·lo LI'B'.:lobs iJsl.�,s l:.1.rge clGar 
plastic beans with coloured pieces falling round the inside and 
manipulated with two rods, the young Beeb a grey foam bean with
tbe ru::::,peteP.r curlec1 inside o The Rh�>.:pe was choRcn " so the tJhi.ld 
is not confronted with a kn.own life-form 1 nor with an overwhelming 
spectacle". The Ma:r:1om, a character which teaches the Beeb concepts 
of time, number and language, is a large red pyramid moved from 
inside by a tricycle, numbers, shapes and.clocks being presented 
through slits in its sides. The language used in the performance 
col1tains no recognizable 'Nords, a11.d is constJ:·ucted with sinple 
a.1:r,c.abet sounds - B, M� N, etc. The final utte:r-ance is the soun.'
of" tb--� New Beeb speaking its narr:.e "becb" fo:r �.�1e fi:.rst time.

·--:1:cha:cge Puppets tourel"t. t;his show :roundMelbou:r.ne kinderg�rtens in
,\.111.�1,_s·i; o Many thanks to Toni Bru..ns, Anne Ferguson, Lindy and the

oi:hers for previewing the show to the; last Co-op meeting.
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GUILD IIBETING 
The next one will be held on October 2nd at 8 0 00 pm at 
Handspan's studio at 108 Gertrude St�� Pitzroy o Bring food & drink� 

PETER ILIFFE, from Brisbane I s PUPPET PEOPLE. is perfor:r.1.ing e,t 
the Royal Show -- see the Age for details. 

PRIME TIME - HANDSP.AJIT TIIBATRE
Some of Hand�pan I s newer members have a.evJ_sed a sh.ow for secc,nda:(y 
schools called "Prime Time", and dealing with the rolE:. tJf :oass medi.a 
i.n our lives. The show centres on an e.dolescent girl who journeys 
-H-•·ro1"-rht t:i-... .., "'Orl d of tAlAv1.· si on encou,-,·LL:c.r; 1·-c • 1 •:il1c; Pe1•t'P 0• ·� ·i:i- -, v,: ; ·. '1 ,I>-·- 1 b ,. ,- V "V -- . _, � - . !' _, � - ._,,. •.,. .&..,I b 

..L '- • -- .J.. _. ,._ � •. C:: • ll • ..I ,_\ ) 

11 lhsco Diletuna.s", 1'The Young Dentists" ancl a few. oth<n" a'b:ncY•ma½_tiun·,. 

There i s one large puppet and four people - Stephen Kearney, 
Janet 0haw, Carmelina di Gugliemo and Paul Adken.

OLDER TIMERS Ken Evans and Helen Rickards are baul: from ,_;e.r:fo:rmi.,1r: 
tho Buiiyip of Bor-keley rs Creek in A:cierica and :r:urope, ax1d. are taking 
it to Brisbane for the Warana Children t s Festival.. 

�/IARKJNG TIMERS Peter James Wilson and Andrn, Hansen are touring thGir 
Yersio:,1. of the same show with the Jolly JunlnDc Library va..."1. to 
Ha:o.i.lto!l� Echuca and Moonee Valley through October. 

NO MORE NEWS FOR THIS ISSUE. SEND SOME FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO:­

Ma.eve Vella 
28 Macar-thur Plaxe. 
Ct'I.RLTON �:053 � 


